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 ) א' א(פרק מ .ַהְיֹאר  וְַיִהי ִמֵקץ ְׁשָנַתִים יִָמים ּוַפְרֹעה ֹחֵלם ְוִהֵנה ֹעֵמד ַעל
It happened at the end of  two-years, to the day, that Pharoah was dreaming… 
 
The story of Yosef, being sold by his brothers as a slave to an Egyptian official and his 
eventual  ascent to becoming viceroy of the-then world’s most powerful nation, has us 
focus on the very special relationship HKBH has with ישראל  עם . This concept, referred to 
as פרטית  is the special Divine intervention reserved for Hashem’s nation to ,השגחה 
ensure that the desired outcome, in this case, the ability of Yaakov’s family to prepare 
for, enter and survive its first exile, was safeguarded. Last week, Rav Meir Simcha referred 
us to :תענית יג where R’ Chiya bar Abba said in the name of R’ Yochanan: “HKBH caused 
a master to be angry with his servants, in order to fulfill the will of a righteous man. And 
who was this? Yosef. As it says ֶעֶבד/ ִעְבִרי  ַנַער  ִאָּתנּו   there was with us a Hebrew  ...ְוָׁשם 
youth…” Pharaoh becomes enraged with his two officers,   ַׂשר ְוַעל  ַהַמְׁשִקים  ַׂשר  ַעל 
 the Chamberlain of the Cupbearers and the Chamberlin of the Bakers, incarcerates/ָהאֹוִפים
them in the same prison where Yosef is being held and they each dream a dream that 
Yosef interprets correctly. Two years later, Pharaoh has dreams that no one is able to 
interpret to his satisfaction and the ַהַמְׁשִקים     ַׂשר  tells Pharaoh of his prison experience 
with Yosef, and how he correctly deciphered his dream, as well as the ַׂשר ָהאֹוִפים’s. Yosef 
is summoned and convincingly explains Pharaoh’s dreams. He so impresses Pharoah that 
he is immediately released from prison and appointed viceroy of Egypt. As Rav Meir 
Simcha explains, R’ Yochanan is telling us that the reason Pharaoh became so angry with 
his chief officers was to effect Yosef’s release from prison and rise to power.  השגחה
  .פרטית

The Meshech Chochma continues and points out that it was after a full year of 
confinement that the two officers dreamt their dreams, as the pasuk says  ִיִָמים  ְהי וַי ּו 
 is   יִָמים ,and they remained in the ward for a period of days, and as Rashi explains/ְּבִמְׁשָמר
a period of twelve months. Rav Meir Simcha feels that this “coincidence” was to allow 
Yosef, through the course of a year’s time, to learn the internal workings of a government 
from the minds of two of its most prominent officials. By mingling with them he became 



comfortable dealing with palace-like issues and so when he was summoned by the king 
two years later, he could comfortably “perform” and dazzle Pharoah and smoothly 
assume the position of viceroy. Every part of our story has Hashem’s handiwork attached 
to it, since Yosef’s imprisonment and eventual release was to be one of the most 
important events in Jewish history as it enabled the birth of the Jewish nation to occur in 
a friendly environment and give the nascent Nation the fortitude to survive the dark days 
of   גלות מצרים that were down the road. 

With this introduction, perhaps we can understand why Rav Meir Simcha is so enamored 
with Midrash Rabba which applies the verse in Mishlei to our pasuk as follows:   ּוְדַבר

ְלַמְחסֹורְׂשָפַתִים ַא   /in all labor there is profit, but in speech there is only loss-since Yosef 
said to the  ְוִהְזַּכְרַּתִּני   ...ְזַכְרַּתִני / ,ַׂשר ַהַּמְׁשִקים remember me... and mention me to Pharaoh 
he was jailed two additional years. How did the Midrash know that Yosef’s time in prison 
was extended as opposed to the possibility that the original intent was for him to be in 
jail for twelve years? Rav Meir Simcha answers that Yosef should have realized that the 
“coincidence” of the two officers spending the year with him was part of the  השגחה
ם ְוַׂשר ָהאֹוִפיםַׂשר ַהַמְׁשִקי  i.e., seeing the פרטית  being removed from the scene should have 
made him realize that he was ready to be moved on to the next part of Hashem’s plan. 
Asking the ַׂשר ַהַּמְׁשִקים to keep him in mind was a failure to appreciate Hashem’s total 
control in the goings on. Clearly this was a very high standard to be judged by, but Yosef 
was on such a high perch to be held accountable for this oversight. And the result? Rav 
Meir Simcha believes, based on this Midrash, ,  ַׂשר ַהַּמְׁשִקיםסבכה ההשגחה אשר שכח   the 
    !suffered a two-year amnestic spell ַׂשר ַהַּמְׁשִקים

 

 לזכר נשמת אבי מורי ישראל מנחם בן ר' שלום ז"ל
 לזכר נשמת אמי מורתי רחל בת ר' אלחנן אביגדר ז"ל 

בן ר' ישראל שלמה ז"ל  לזכר נשמת חמי מורי יעקב נתן  
 ולזכר נשמת  הרב יהודה בן ר' אברהם שמחה (קופרמן) זצ"ל 

 מחבר  הגההות על ספר משך חכמה
 


